Image Credits: cottonbro from Pexels

www.entrepreneurialteachers.eu

The PIETE Journey
2018-2021

03

TABLE OF CONTENT
Introduction
Final Greetings from PIETE!
What is PIETE?

News from the PIETE Consortium
PIETE Project Wrap Up
Bringing PIETE to the People
What Has the PIETE Project Produced?

Behind and Beyond the Project
What Has the PIETE Project Meant to Those Involved?
The Impact of PIETE Beyond the Project
PIETE Produces Better Educators

Our Geographical Scope

p.3
p. 3
p. 4

p.6
p. 6
p. 8
p. 12

p.16
p. 16
p. 18
p. 19

p.20

Final Greetings from PIETE!
A f te r 3 ye ars , t he P I E T E pro j e c t is co m ing to a
c lo s e . D e s pite de aling w it h a to pic t hat do e s
no t re c e ive as m uc h atte nt io n as it s h o uld ,
t he P I E T E pro j e c t has s uc c e e de d in rais ing
t he aware n e s s o f m any init ial te ac he r e ducato rs abo ut t h e im p o r tanc e o f e nt re pre ne urs hip e ducat io n .
U s in g t he E uro pe an C o m m is s io n’s E nt re pre ne urs hip C o m pete nc e ( E nt re C o m p) F ram e wo r k as a g uid e line , t he P I E T E pro j e c t s et o ut
w it h t he aim o f s u ppo r t in g f ut ure te ac he rs ’
e nt re pre n e ur ial s k ills deve lo pm e nt . F ro m
v ide o s an d b o o ks to eve nt s and re s e arc h pape rs , t h e P I E T E p ro j e c t has pro d uc e d invaluable o ut pu t s t h at br ing t his e nt re pre ne ur ial
co m pete nc e d eve lo pm e nt to t he fo re , m aking it ac c e s s ible to all. A ll t he o ut pu t s c re ate d by t h e pro j e c t are f re e fo r all to us e .

O ur n at io nal and inte r nat ional launc h eve nt s
w h ic h to o k plac e in June and July, t he re s o urc e s t hat we re c re ate d to support te ac he r
e d ucato rs , f ut u re te ac he rs and c urre nt te ac he rs an d t he P I E T E j o urney can all be found in
t his is s ue o f t he publicat ion. The effe c t of
P I E T E can be s e e n in t he numbe r of eve nt atte nde e s , t he po s it ive fe e dbac k re c e ive d from
re levant stake ho lde rs and t he te st imonials
f ro m o ur par t n e rs and collaborators on t he
im pac t t he P I E T E pro j e c t.
D e s pite t h is par t o f t he proj e c t be ing complete d , t he re is st ill work to be done and t he
e nt re pre n e urs h ip e ducat ion j ourney cont inue s w it h t h e E ras m us + funde d proj e c t, YE TI
- Yo u ng E nt re p re n e ur i al Te ac he rs I nit iat ive .
We w is h yo u ple as ant re ading , for t he last
t im e !

I n t his e dit io n o f t he P I E T E E- z ine , we b r ing
to yo u t he im pac t t hat P I E T E h as had.

PI ET E C on s or t ium
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OUR OBJECTIVES

PARTNERSHIP FOR INITIAL
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
TEACHER EDUCATION

WE RA I S E AWA RE N ESS

WE I N VES TIGATE

abo ut t he be n ef it s o f e nt re p re ne u rs hip
am o ng in it ial te ache r t rain ing staff at t he
un ive rs it y leve l

t he pe rce pt io n o f e ntrepreneu rs hi p edu cat io n am o ng in it ial tea c her educato rs

WE DEVE LO P

WE B UIL D

te aching / t rainin g m ate r ials to s up po r t
e nt re pre n e ur ial s kills deve lo p m e nt in init ial te ach e r e du cat io n pro gram m e s

lo ng-last ing re lat io ns hi ps between expe r t s o f in it ial te acher a nd entrepreneurs hip e ducat io n p ro gra m m es

contr i b u ti n g to a n ew ge n e rat i on of
entrep re n eu r i a l te a c h e rs i n E u rop e
The PI E T E Proj e c t ( Pa r tnership for Init ial Ent repreneurship Teacher Edu cat i o n) i s a 3 ye a r E ra sm us+ funded Init iat ive to bring Ent repreneurship Ed ucat i on ex per ts a nd i ni ti al teacher educat ion expert s toget her to foste r e nt repre neuri a l ski l l s development in init ial teacher educat ion program m e s
( I S C E D l evel 3- 4) .

News from the PIETE Consortium
06

07

PIETE Project Wrap Up
European policymakers continuously highlight the importance of entrepreneurial and
transversal skills for the next generations
of students, researchers and innovators to
build a resilient society that is able to learn
lifelong. In fact, the priority given to entrepreneurship education is an integral part of
every current key policy document (e.g. European Skills Agenda) or strategic plan (e.g.
Plan for European Education Area) relating
to education inside the European Union.
Evidently, schools and universities take on a
central role for developing entrepreneurial
competences amongst learners. Moreover,
the European Entrepreneurship Competence Framework (EntreComp) states the
case that the ability to think and act entrepreneurially should not be considered relevant only for graduates that seek careers
as entrepreneurs. Rather, entrepreneurial
competences matter to all learners in all
walks of life.
Despite this, entrepreneurship education is
not yet embedded deeply across disciplines
and subjects. With our Erasmus+ project PIETE we wanted to make a contribution to
change that, in the field of initial teacher
education. However, operationalising EntreComp in this field was a challenging experiment. Now, after 3 years of intensive
work, I can proudly claim that we were successful in doing so.
Why were we successful? First of all, we
were able to bring together a team of experts from the fields of entrepreneurship
and pre-service teacher education that was
highly motivated to take part in this ex-

periment. Secondly, our project design was
built upon the idea of operational tandems
that were constituted by experts of the
respective fields within our target regions
(Szeged - Hungary, Tirol - Austria, Silesia - Poland). While working on PIETE, the tandems
haven proven to be a key element of success. Thirdly, we did not try to be dogmatic
about entrepreneurship education and its
place within initial teacher education, but
rather realistic on its current relevance for
respective educators in their given educational contexts. This also meant that we first
needed to raise awareness for the benefits
of entrepreneurship education, especially
when conceptually understood in a wider
sense (as exemplified by EntreComp) before we tried to convince initial teacher
educators to join us on our journey.
At the same time, we needed to build a general understanding inside our partnership
for how the education of future teachers is
rolled out in the PIETE target regions and
institutions - not only, but also to become
aware of potential barriers and institutional constraints that may hinder introducing
more elements of entrepreneurship education to existing teaching activities.
These core elements “opened the doors”
for integrating entrepreneurship education
into initial teacher education, as suggested
by the PIETE Teaching Compendium. However, a small-scale project like PIETE can
only provide excellent starting conditions
to enhance and sustain this development.
Now , that the project is ending, it will be

in the hands of the regional tandems, but
foremost, each involved initial teacher institution, to decide on how to continue its
entrepreneurial journey. I believe that PIETE prepared them well to go further and
to contribute to the development of entrepreneurial teachers as called for by European policy makers. As such, and on behalf
of Univations, the lead partner of PIETE, I
take the chance to thank everybody that
contributed to bring PIETE to success, but
most of all, the persons from our partner
organisations that intensively collaborated
with us over the last three years. Personally,
I am truly grateful to have worked with each
one of them and am also confident that our
collaboration will successfully continue in
many ways.

This last issue of the PIETE electronic magazine captures highlights from the final phase
of our project. However, I can only encourage the interested reader to also visit the
re-furbished resource area on our project
website. All materials the consortium accomplished to produce during the 3 years
of collaboration are featured there as open
education materials. Last, I am inviting you
to get in touch with us if you want to know
more about the PIETE success story. ■

Authored by Florian Bratzke, Co-ordinator
of PIETE and Senior Project Manager &
Head of International Affairs at Univations
GmbH
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Bringing PIETE to the People
In order to raise awareness on the importance of entrepreneurship education in initial teacher education and to showcase the resources that the PIETE project has produced, the consortium of partners held online events in each of their respective countries. More than 105
entrepreneurship education enthusiasts from over 23 countries joined the events. Here we
give a brief outline of what each event entailed.
German National Launch
On Thursday 23 June 2021 the PIETE German National Launch was held digitally. The
high-level event was implemented by Univations GmbH (lead partner of PIETE) and
attended by 29 target group stakeholders
(i.e., mainly initial teacher educators, school
representatives, and initial teacher students
but also educations policymakers and intermediaries). The PIETE national launch was
split into a plenary and a workshop session.
The first part of the multiplier session showcased the Entrepreneurship Competence
Framework (EntreComp), the PIETE project

(methodological approach, partner structure, funding fundamentals) as well as the
PIETE resources. Furthermore, a keynote by
PIETE partner Dr Mario Vötsch of University
College of Teacher Education Tyrol (PHT)
on the question “How can entrepreneurial
thinking and acting be given greater consideration in teacher training?” enriched the
plenary part.
The second part of the event was organised
as a workshop session. In total, 4 separate
workshop groups were formed as to allow
stakeholders to interact with each other in
the basis of smaller groups. Univations of-

Florian Bratzke (Univations) speaks at PIETE German National Launch

ficials prepared interactive online boards
for these sessions that included a set of
questions that participants were asked to
address and discuss within their group.
Mainly, these questions focussed on if, why
and how entrepreneurship education can
be better integrated into the professional
activities if present stakeholder.
Austrian National Launch
In Austria, the National Launch was entitled “Entrepreneurial Educators For The
Future – New Impulses For Entrepreneurship Education” and it was organized by
the tandem partners (MCI | The Entrepreneurial School®) and University College of
Teacher Education Tyrol (PHT). The event
was hosted as synchronous online format,
its agenda included a presentation of the PIETE project and its outputs as well as guest
speakers (“views from practitioners”) and a

final workshop session.
Altogether, around 20 participants took
part, most of them belonging to the higher
education sector or to schools. In the beginning, they were asked to reflect on Entrepreneurship Education (EE), and the “Answer Garden” displayed the following terms
as highlights: self-responsibility, innovation,
planning and management, chances, and
creative possibilities. After the presentation
of PIETE outputs, two practitioners (a CEO
from a regional enterprise and a teacher at
Secondary School) presented their experiences with EE. Thereupon, the participants
discussed in breakout rooms questions
about the relevance of the project outputs
and their image of the entrepreneurial educator of the future. In the end, the feedback
for the project as well as for the event was
very positive.

Anita Zehrer presents the PIETE Teaching Compendium
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Hungarian National Launch
PIETE National Launch in Hungary took place
on the 30th of June and was a great opportunity to reach out to those colleagues who
are working in the field of initial teacher education and are dedicated to foster entrepreneurship mindset of the students. The
first impression was that there were more
than a handful of colleagues that were in
interested this event.
During the event, not only the PIETE project
and its main results were introduced, but
it was also aimed to raise awareness about
the importance of the proper understand-

ing of entrepreneurship competences.
The event itself was held online with approximately 20 participants from all over
Hungary. In addition to the PIETE partners,
a well-known figure in the field of initial
teacher training in Hungary, Mária Hercz,
was invited. Mária has many years of experience in entrepreneurship education. In
her presentation, Mária highlighted interesting contradictions that are seen when
considering entrepreneurship education,
such as the contrast between the perceived
masculinity of the “entrepreneur” and the
perceived femininity of the “teacher”.

International Launch
The international launch event of the PIETE project was hosted by University Industry Innovation Network (UIIN) and was
attended by 36 stakeholders (i.e. mainly
teacher educators and teachers) from more
than 20 countries, across Europe and globally. The PIETE international launch was a
2-hour event. The event was introduced by
Dr Mario Vötsch from University College of
Teacher Education Tyrol (PHT) who presented the aims of the PIETE project and highlighted the importance of entrepreneurship
education for teachers and teacher educators.
Throughout the event, the audience was
introduced to all the PIETE outputs and
were given the location on the project
website where they could download the
materials. Anita Zehrer (MCI | The Entrepreneurial School®) presented the Teaching
Toolkit and it’s benefits and uses for initial
teacher educators and Catherine Hayward
(UIIN) presented the Good Practices Book
as a resource for anyone interested in entrepreneurial education to find inspiration
and information. A video pre-recorded specifically for this event was shown from one
of the contributing initiatives to the Good
Practices Book.

Presentations from the PIETE International Launch

Furthermore, to hear from those directly
involved in entrepreneurship education
initiatives, Katja Visser from StartUp4Kids
presented how her initiative helps teachers and pupils in schools develop their entrepreneurial competences, while Dr Mária
Hercz presented how practical activities in
the classroom can facilitate ITE students’
understanding of entrepreneurial concepts
as well as other strategies for embedding
entrepreneurship education in ITE. Hereafter, a discussion was had with guest speakers Katja Visser and Dr Mária Hercz on different topics relating to their experience in
entrepreneurship education. This included
how teacher educators can best be supported to embed entrepreneurship in their
teaching and what entrepreneurship education will look like in post-COVID-19 world.
Finally, Alexandra Zinovyeva discussed the
results of the PIETE Discussion Paper regarding the perception of entrepreneurship
education by teacher educators, and Catherine Hayward presented the remaining
PIETE outputs – Awareness Test Centre, ITE
Framework Report and the Capacity Building Compilation. ■

News from the PIETE Consortium
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Chapter from the Compilation

What Has the PIETE Project
Produced?
The PIETE (Partnership for Initial Entrepreneurship Teacher Education) project has the
goal of contributing to a new generation of
entrepreneurial teachers in Europe. It addresses deficiencies in the development of
entrepreneurial competences for pre-service teachers at universities. The project’s
approach is based on the European Commission’s Entrepreneurship Competence
(EntreComp) Framework which lays out different themes of capabilities that make up
the basis of entrepreneurship as a competence.
The PIETE project has produced a number
of outputs which will be of use to initial
teacher educators, pre-service teachers
and in-service teachers. These resources
are free for all to use and have been created to help embed entrepreneurship education (EE) into initial teacher education
(ITE). The resources will be outlined here,
and resources are to be found on the PIETE
website: www.entrepreneurialteachers.eu.
Awareness Test Centre
Considering the lack of integration of entrepreneurship education in ITE curricula
across Europe, the Awareness Test Centre
aims to identify how initial teacher educators understand entrepreneurship education (i.e. in a narrow or broad sense); bring
teacher educators’ attention to the value
of EE and the EntreComp Framework; and
better understand why EE does not play a
prominent role in ITE. The Awareness Test
Centre is created in the form of an online

survey tool.
Initial Teacher Education Framework Report
ITE educators have few tools to help them
understand their environments in terms of
institutional circumstances, curricular focus, and responsibilities of educators. Thus,
the Initial Teacher Education Framework
Report provides a basis to better understand the functionality of Teacher Training
Centres and their settings. The report also
allows the identification of areas in which
elements of EE can be most efficiently and
suitably integrated.

Entrepreneurship Education Capacity
Building Compilation
There is often a lack of understanding of
how to embed EE within ITE, thus this practical guidebook seeks to provide support
to ITE institutions looking to foster entrepreneurship competences development
as an important educational asset. In this
compilation, the EntreComp Framework
is described; hands-on tools for organising
awareness-raising workshops are outlined;
and examples of workshops that were implemented by the PIETE consortium in Hungary, Austria, and Poland are summarised.

Teaching Compendium
Only a few teaching resources from the field
of EE are explicitly designated for use within
ITE programmes in the European higher education institution landscape. Thus, the PIETE Teaching Compendium presents a rather
novel form of support for educators in ITE
programmes. This output develops, tests
and compares innovative teaching methodologies that can be used to enhance entrepreneurial competence and mind-set
development within higher education preservice teacher development programmes.
The PIETE (Partnership for Initial Entrepreneurship Teacher Education) project has
the goal of contributing to a new generation of entrepreneurial teachers in Europe.
It addresses deficiencies in the development of entrepreneurial competences for
pre-service teachers at universities. The
project’s approach is based on the European Commission’s Entrepreneurship Competence (EntreComp) Framework which lays
out different themes of capabilities that
make up the basis of entrepreneurship as a
competence.

News from the PIETE Consortium
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Have you made use of the PIETE
Information Hub?
Discussion Paper
In order to be able to effectively implement
EE in ITE, it is crucial to first understand ITE
educator’s perceptions of EE. Using the
Awareness Test Centre survey, a field study
was conducted in three EU countries (Austria, Hungary and Poland) to identify ITE educators’ conceptual perceptions of EE, and
the relevance of the EntreComp Framework
within their work. The paper presents how
entrepreneurship is defined today and the
position of entrepreneurial education in
prior research.

Good Practices Book
For pre-service teachers, in-service teachers
and schools, there is a lack of programmes
that instil entrepreneurial competences in
their participants. Thus, the objective of
Good Practices Book is to showcase good
practices in EE across Europe and the globe.
The initiatives have been chosen to inspire
others looking to start their own entrepreneurial education activity or inform those
looking to participate in such initiatives.

The outputs of the PIETE project are a response to a lack of resources for those in education
that are looking to integrate entrepreneurship education in their teachings. From those in
higher education institutions to those in schools, there is material for anyone looking to develop entrepreneurial competences – be that in themselves or in their students. ■

The PIETE Information Hub gathers resources generated by the
PIETE project. It is meant to inform, inspire, and provide tools to those
ITE Educators that want to integrate Entrepreneurial Education into
their teaching activities.

Authored by Catherine Hayward, Jr Project Officer at UIIN.

Get access to everything related to entrepreneurship
education in initial teacher education by clicking here.

Behind and Beyond the Project
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What Has the PIETE Project
Meant to Those Involved?
FLORIAN BRATZKE (project co-ordinator)
Senior Project Manager & Head of International Affairs at Univations
“Operationalising the European Entrepreneurship
Competence Framework in the field of initial teacher education was a challenging experiment. After 3
years of intensive work, I can proudly claim that we
were successful in doing so with PIETE.”

CHRISTINE PIRHOFER
Assistant & Project Management, Research & Development at MCI | The Entrepreneurial School®
"The PIETE project brought together initial teacher
education experts and entrepreneurial education experts through the establishment of institutional tandems that fostered inspiring and successful collaboration between the project partners. It was a pleasure to
work with such motivated and experienced people.”

MARIO VÖTSCH
Professor for Vocational Education at University College of Teacher Education Tyrol
“Entrepreneurship education is manifold, necessary
and problematic at the same time. A project like PIETE helps to clarify, what we can and should expect
from it.”

SANDRA BIER
Project Manager at Univations
“Working on the PIETE Project with partners all over
Europe and bringing this important topic of Entrepreneurship Education forward together was an inspiring
journey. I am looking forward to continuing it in the
follow-up project, YETI.”

ANITA ZEHRER
Head of Family Business Center at MCI | The Entrepreneurial School®
“The PIETE project was an insightful journey on entrepreneurship education with a fantastic group of
international partner institutions. Our collaboration
was respectful, exciting and incredibly fruitful, and
brought forward profound intellectual outputs.”

CATHERINE HAYWARD
Junior Project Officer at University Industry Innovation Network
“Working on PIETE project has made me realise the
importance of raising awareness about entrepreneurship education and how it can benefit every single
person.”

SZABOLCS PRÓNAY
Associate Professor at Faculty of Economics and
Business Administration at the University of Szeged
“In recent years, I have been addressing the importance of entrepreneurial competences in a number of
areas. But it took the PIETE project to make me realise
that these skills are really important in initial teacher
education - where we can have an impact on future
generations.”

Behind and Beyond the Project
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The Impact of PIETE
Beyond the Project

PIETE Produces Better Educators
Anna Wieczorek from the University of Bielsko-Biala and Maciej Mitrega from the University of Economics in Katowice, discuss how being part of the PIETE consortium has helped them become better
educators overall.

PIETE has had a wide reach, providing teacher educators, pre-service teachers and practicing teachers
with tools to instil entrepreneurial competences in their students. Here we hear from those educators
and entrepreneurial initiative leaders about how PIETE has benefitted their work and the potential impact that the project has.
CLAUDIA KÖHLER
Programme manager at Gründerkids

MÁRIA HERCZ
Associate Professor at Eötvös Lóránd University

"Through learning arrangements, their own attitude and the targeted use of methods, teachers
can specifically promote creativity, initiative and
entrepreneurial thinking and action in children and
young people. The PIETE project has laid important
foundations with its work!"

“I have personally been involved in a number of international projects and am a strong advocate of
developing entrepreneurial skills in teacher education. That is why I was delighted to be associated
with the PIETE project.”

FRANZISKA METZBAUR
Project manager at JUGEND GRÜNDET
“Promoting entrepreneurship education is important in so many ways, it can hardly be counted. Showing
young people that the future is in their hands and giving them the tools to actively drive change is key to
any society. Central to this: teachers. For whom PIETE is an excellent starting point.”

ANNA WIECZOREK
Assistant Professor at the UBB and Head of
Academy of Corporate and Interpersonal
Skills
PIETE aims at ITE teachers’ deeper understanding of entrepreneurial teaching in a
broad sense. Participating in the project first
of all helped me understand myself what
this concept is about and how important it
is for teachers-to-be and their teachers. PIETE developed me as a person and a teacher
and it significantly changed my own teaching for better. Due to my entrepreneurshiprelated new awareness I’m able to develop
and boost more competencies and skills of
my students and this way they may become
better teachers in the future and shape
their own students to become more skilled
and successful society members as entrepreneurship-related competencies defined
by EntreComp. Due to workshops organised
at my faculty with relation to PIETE project, I
inspired some of my colleagues to teach in a
more entrepreneurial way and to use some
interesting teaching ideas from PIETE teaching compendium. Those who tried are very
pleased and they at the same time became
interested in the topic of EE which they may
try to develop in the future with relation to
their teaching-related research.

MACIEJ MITREGA
Professor and Head of Dept. of Organisational Relationship Management
While participating in PIETE I met a group of
enthusiasts who were interested in developing entrepreneurship skills of pre-service
teachers through their educators. I liked
the idea and I became keen on the topic
myself. I don’t teach future teachers as I’m
employed at the Faculty of Management
however I started treating teacher educators and teachers as interesting research
subjects, especially with reference to entrepreneurship. I can say that this way PIETE
had positive impact on me as a researcher.
Besides, even though I don’t teach future
teachers, I teach students of management
and I utilise some project ideas of entrepreneurship teaching into my own teaching
which is now more productive. ■
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